THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

I am not surprised that Seiior Largo Caballero allowed
himself to be convinced, because he did not know me and,
moreover, it is not very pleasant for public men in serious
situations to be faced with such information about the
course of events through the excessive sincerity of those
in charge. Thus the campaign of the Communist Party,
and the loyal way in which I gave my information to the
Ministry, combined to bring about my dismissal.

Ceasing to be Operations Chief to the General Staff of
the War Ministry, I was chosen for the organisation of the
first Mixed Brigades of the People's Army. One Russian
General and two Russian Colonels were chosen to help
me in this mission by order of the Minister, and I accepted
their collaboration, although with a firm decision not to
admit coercion nor any weakening of my authority in
carrying out my duty. We worked together without their
giving me the slightest trouble and I was able to confirm
the estimate, which I had already formed, of their very
limited technical ability. They certainly realised that so
far as military tactics in Spain were concerned they had
much to learn and very little to teach.

As time went on, Russian influence was increased at the
War Ministry. They looked over the plans of the General
Staff and through the Minister they rejected many
technical proposals and imposed others. Generally
speaking, all the proposals of the "friendly advisers" were
opposed by the Ministry's General Staff, but very often
their advice prevailed. Their suggestions nearly always
had a political objective. In army organisation they tried
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